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by Robert Harling
directed by Katie Boothe
Actor Packet compiled by Natalie Quinn, Dramaturg

Setting:  Chinquapin [CHEEN-kuh-pin], a small town in Northwest Louisiana, 1987
Characters:  
Annelle Dupuy-Desoto – (19) a beauty school graduate hired by Truvy to work in her salon
[image: ]Truvy Jones – (40ish) owner of the nicest salon in town where she does the hair of everyone from the hoity toity to her closest friends; she is sweet and romantic.
Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie – (25) M’lynn’s smart and pretty daughter; she and her mother’s friends are getting ready for her wedding at the beginning of the play; Shelby has Type 1 Diabetes
M’lynn Eatenton – (50ish) Shelby’s mother, she is protective and worries constantly
Ouiser Boudreaux – (66ish) divorced, rich, and hilariously sarcastic, Ouiser lives next door to M’lynn; she is a dog-owner who is grumpy and cynical
Clairee Belcher – (66ish) widow of the town’s Mayor, Clairee is rich, sassy, and eccentric
Main Plot:  Shelby’s wedding is the talk of the town.  A few months later, Shelby’s mother is devasted to learn her daughter is pregnant because she knows how dangerous it is for a woman with Type 1 diabetes to have a child.  Shelby wants to take the risk anyway because she cannot adopt kids with her health record.  She safely gives birth to her son, but her health worsens.  M’Lynn donates a kidney to help Shelby, but we later learn her body has rejected the kidney.  She has to go back on dialysis again, her health worsens, and the hospital decides to do surgery. Unfortunately, she doesn’t do well in surgery and goes into a coma.  Doctors tell her family she is unlikely to come out of her coma, and the family decides together to take her off life support.  M’lynn survives the ordeal with the love and support of her friends.
Subplot:  Annelle, Truvy’s new employee at the salon, seems a bit mysterious with her gun-shy personality.  We learn that her husband has left her and taken their car and all their money.  She meets Sam at Shelby’s wedding, and they begin dating, later become engaged, and have a baby at the end of the play.
Type 1 Diabetes Info:  (Source: MayoClinic.com)
Type 1 diabetes is a chronic condition in which the pancreas produces little or no insulin. Insulin is a hormone needed to allow sugar (glucose) to enter cells to produce energy.  Treatment focuses on managing blood sugar levels with insulin, diet and lifestyle to prevent complications.
[image: ]Over time, type 1 diabetes complications can affect major organs in your body, including heart, blood vessels, nerves, eyes and kidneys. Maintaining a normal blood sugar level can dramatically reduce the risk of many complications.
Eventually, diabetes complications may be disabling or even life-threatening. 
· Heart and blood vessel disease. Diabetes dramatically increases your risk of various cardiovascular problems, including coronary artery disease with chest pain (angina), heart attack, stroke, narrowing of the arteries (atherosclerosis) and high blood pressure.
· Kidney damage (nephropathy). The kidneys contain millions of tiny blood vessel clusters that filter waste from your blood. Diabetes can damage this delicate filtering system. Severe damage can lead to kidney failure or irreversible end-stage kidney disease, which requires dialysis or a kidney transplant.
· Pregnancy complications. High blood sugar levels can be dangerous for both the mother and the baby. The risk of miscarriage, stillbirth and birth defects increases when diabetes isn't well-controlled. For the mother, diabetes increases the risk of diabetic ketoacidosis, diabetic eye problems (retinopathy), pregnancy-induced high blood pressure and preeclampsia.
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[image: ]Themes and Issues 
· Friendship 
· Love
· [image: ]Mother-Daughter relationships
· Emotional Strength of Women versus Men					 
· Secret Pasts								
· Divorce										Princess Grace
· Christianity in the South
· Middle Age and Relationships
· Fatal Medical Issues and Diabetes
· Mysteries of Life and Death				Jaclyn Smith 
[image: ]                Quotes from the Script:  
I don’t see plays, because I can nap at home for free.  And I don’t see movies because they’re all trash, and full of naked people.  And I don’t read books ‘cause if they’re any good, they’ll be made into a miniseries!
· Ouiser  
I just like the idea of growing old with somebody.
· Shelby 
I swear to you that my personal tragedy will not interfere with my ability to do good hair.
· Annelle
The only thing that separates us from the animals is our ability to accessorize.
· Clairee 
I’d rather have thirty minutes of wonderful than a lifetime of nothing special.
· Shelby 

When doctors and specialists give you advice, I know you never listen, but does he?
· M’lynn
I can spot a bottle job at twenty paces.
· Truvy 

[image: ]

If you can’t say anything nice about anybody, come sit by me.
· Clairee 


It’s my wedding!  I’ll stick baby’s breath up my nose if I want to!
· Shelby


Did you know?

M’lynn’s two sons are named Thomas and Jonathan, and Shelby’s fiancé’s name is Jackson, making up the name Thomas Jonathan, the name of “Stonewall” Jackson.

This script was originally written for the stage and was made into the 1989 film two years after the play had success in the West End and Off Broadway.


In the film version, Daryll Hannah and Dolly Parton studied hairstylists to make their acting as authentic as possible.


Harling wrote the play originally as a short story about his sister, Susan, who died from complications due to Type 1 Diabetes in 1985 after the birth of his nephew.  He expanded it to a full-length script in about ten days.  He used the name, Shelby, for the play.


Though there are men in the film, there are no male parts in the original stage version.


[image: ]-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Further Reading and Resources:
Reed, Julia.  “Thirty Years of Steel Magnolias.”   Garden and Gun.  https://gardenandgun.com/feature/thirty-years-of-steel-magnolias/.

Henderson, Kathy.  “What’s Up Robert Harling?”  Broadway Buzz.  https://www.broadway.com/buzz/165807/whats-up-robert-harling-reflections-on-the-25th-anniversary-of-steel-magnolias-kristin-chenoweth-in-a-soapdish-musical-more/.
Steel Magnolias Vocabulary, Allusions, and References
Steel Magnolia – a woman who is tough as steel but as delicate as a Magnolia
Trade school – a school in which course electives associated with the working class are provided such as cosmetology, auto mechanics, culinary arts, and construction; Annelle learns to be a beautician at trade school
Frosting and streaking – the 80s equivalent of highlights in which a cap with holes is used to pull hair through and then color or bleach it
Boarding house – similar to apartments, but less private and usually run by the owner, a boarding house often had common areas such as living rooms to be shared by all tenants, and tenants would sometime share a bathroom  
Hotplate – a small appliance which heats one eye for cooking without an entire stovetop with oven
Recipe cards – index cards with handwritten recipes on them, perfect for sharing; they eliminate the need for bulky cookbooks and are fun to trade
Poet Laureate – a poet who holds a representative position for a region [pōət ˈlôrēət]
Hawaii 5-0 – a tv show which ran from 1968 to 1980 with a catchy theme song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR8RHBXjMlE – theme song
Elizabeth Arden – at one time one of the wealthiest women in the world, she founded a line of beauty products and the Red Door salon in 1910, thus Truvy’s Red Door reference
Dialysis – a medical procedure used when a person’s kidneys do not filter toxins from blood properly; it removes blood and replaces it with filtered blood
Princess Grace – Princess Grace Kelly of Monaco was a film star who married Prince Rainier III in 1956 and became a princess; her blonde hair was often swept back or up dramatically.  This is the hairdo Shelby wants for her wedding (see p. 2 of actor packet).
Jaclyn Smith  - Jacklyn Smith was one of Charlie’s Angels.  She has wild, feathered hair curled away from her face in an iconic 70s fashion.  This is the hairdo M’lynn wants Shelby to wear for her wedding (see p. 2 of actor packet).
Louisiana Dialect Quick Sheet – signature sounds
· Dropping sounds (especially at the end of a word).  Many sounds at the ends of words are dropped in the Louisiana dialect such as g, t, f, and k if another consonant sound follows.
[image: ]Try this sentence:   Jackson wanted to go hunting (drop t and g) furry little creatures up in their neck of the woods; when he gets back, we’ll see if we can’t come visit.

· Tricky Ts 
At the end of a word, the T is usually dropped (CAN’T, NOT)
In the middle of a word, the T sometimes sounds like a D (CITY, LITTLE)
Try this sentence:  Truvy hadn’t thought that Annelle couldn’t do her job; it was just that she was a little strange and Truvy wanted to know why.  
(There may be a soft d sound at the end of THAT because ANNELLE starts with a vowel, so the dialect uses a soft D sound to separate the words THAT and ANNELLE).
  
· The long i – Easy to master, difficult to lose
The long i in the Louisiana dialect takes on an ahhh sound before the i comes out, if it ever does.  The rest of the country pronounces the i as a dipthong (ah-i); the Louisiana dialect mostly uses an ahhhh for this sound.  
Try this sentence:  The neighborhood was fit to be tied.  Fired shots and white magnolia blossoms. He was trying to drive everybody crazy.  
[image: ]
· Dropping the Rs – The Calling Card of the Southern Belle
Occasionally the R is dropped in the Louisiana accent when it follows a vowel, though that sound is on its way out.  The other option is to overuse the R and always pronounce the heck out of it.  Using the rest of the sounds you’ve learned, try dropping (or voicing) the Rs in this sentence:
Ouiser rushed in with a barking dog in one hand and four crab claws in the other one.  

· Drawing out otherwise “short” vowels; try these examples
Slap:  sla-yap		Pen:  pee-un		dog:  dah-wg		mean – may-een	friend:  free-yund
God:  gah-ud		hand:  hay-und	past:  pah-yust		class:  cla-yus		Laugh:  la-yuff
Try this sentence using all the sounds on this page:  Despite the urge to slap Ouiser, M’Lynn laughed and considered how lucky she was to light on friends who don’t judge but  laugh and cry with you.
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The Southern Drawl:
It's too damn hot to talk any faster.
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